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Welcome to the first edition of Main Street Matters! We chose the name  

because we feel that what we do “matters” to the community. In addition, 

the newsletter is intended to keep you informed on “matters” that affect 

what we do, and how we do it. We hope that you enjoy this quarterly news-

letter, and will share it with others. We welcome comments and suggestions. 

Thanks for supporting Main Street Helena! 

Oct.-Dec, 2008 

First Edition ! 

          Mini -Grant Program    

The MSH Mini-Grant program has done 

some remarkable things for downtown. 

Funded by a 

Downtown  

Revitalization 

Grant from Main 

Street Arkansas 

and the H-WH 

A&P Commis-

sion, property owners can apply for funds to 

improve the building facades. Projects such 

as new awnings, improved signage, and 

fresh paint are typical mini-grant projects. 

Ten projects were completed last year, with 

fourteen projects approved for funding this 

year. 

Why Revitalize Downtown? 
 

Reason #1: 

 

Commercial Districts are promi-

nent employment centers. Even 

the smallest commercial district 

employs hundreds of people, and 

often the district is collectively 

one of the communityôs largest 

employers.  

 
FYI:  Over 300 people work in the  

historic downtown of Helena-West 

Helena. 

 

Reason #2: 

 

The commercial district is a re-

flection of community image, 

pride, prosperity, and level of 

investmentðcritical factors in 

business retention and recruit-

ment efforts. 

 

Consulting Services Available 

Consulting services in design and small business development are available 

free of charge to businesses within the Main Street Helena district. Main 

Street Arkansas provides these services to all Main Street communities. Con-

sultations in exterior and interior design provide property owners with ad-

vice on window displays, floor layout, structural changes, and more. Issues 

such as merchandising, market analysis, and store operations are addressed 

by the small business consultant. Contact Main Street Helena if you are in-

terested in any of these services.  

Striving to Revitalize  Historic Downtown Helena! 

Check out our website at 

www.mainstreethelena.org 

http://www.mainstreethelena.org
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It is the Mission of  

Main Street Helena to serve  

the community by  

promoting the preservation and 

economic revitalization  

of the historic downtown  

business district in the  

City of  

Helena -West Helena . 

Recent Grants & Awards Received by  

Main Street Helena: 

¶ Preserve America Grantñ$203,500 (watch for more  

 information!) 

¶ Helena Health Foundation Grantñ$75,000 

¶ Model Business Grant (227 Cherry St.) - $6,006 

¶ Slipcover Removal Grants (306 & 407 Cherry St.) - 

 $20,850 

¶ Downtown Revitalization Grants  - $30,000 

¶ Arkansas Heritage Grantñ$10,000 

¶ AT&T Technology Excelerator Grantñ$2,500 

¶ National Trust Preservation Fund Grantñ$2,500 

¶ Cotton & Kudzu Mall named Best New Downtown  

 Business at 2008 Main Street Arkansas Awards MSH used a $200,000 grant from USDA to stabilize the  

Nicholas Hotel, a landmark in downtown Helena. 

Rural Heritage Development Initiative - 
 

The Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI) is in its third year, with Beth Wiedower at the helm. This is one of two pilot 

projects of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, promoting preservation-based economic revitalization strategies for east-

ern Arkansas. The five Delta Main Street communities of Blytheville, Osceola, Dumas, West Memphis, and Helena have been 

major partners in this effort. 

 

The Arkansas DeltaMade program is a product of RHDI. This program was launched in October 2007 and highlights unique, 

locally made products. The Arkansas DeltaMade branding and promotional program is providing access to  new markets for 

entrepreneurs and providing technical assistance to help locals grow and expand their business.  Check out the website at 

www.arkansasdeltamade.com. 

Main Street Helena 

P.O. Box 247 

413 Cherry St. 

Helena, AR  72342 

870-338-9144 

mstreethelena@sbcglobal.net 

www.mainstreethelena.org  

Mark Your Calendars for These Downtown Events  
 
Thurs ñSat, October 9 -11ñArkansas Blues & 

 Heritage Festival  

Friday, October 31st ñWild Hog Halloween  

 Get -together  

Saturday, November 1st ñ 

 2nd Annual Tour da Delta Bike Race  

Saturday, November 29th ñ    

 Festival of Trees, fundraiser for Main 

 Street Helena  

Friday, December 5th ñ   

 Annual Helena ð West Helena Christmas 

 Parade  

Sunday, December 7th ñ 

 Historic Downtown Holiday Open House & 

 St. Maryõs Annual Bazaar 

Friday, December 12th ñ 

 ó A Joyful Noiseó, a free holiday concert 
 at the Malco  
 
 
(schedule subject to changeñcontact the Main Street office 
for more information) 

http://www.arkansasdeltamade.com
mailto:mstreethelena@sbcglobal.net
http://www.mainstreethelena.org

