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The year was 1984, and Helena was one of the original five Arkansas 

Main Street communities. Can you believe it’s been 25 years? We’re proud 

of what we have accomplished, but have a lot more work to do. This is go-

ing to be a great year for Main Street Helena, and we hope that you’ll 

join in the celebration. You’ll be hearing a lot more about this as the year  

progresses! 

Jan—Mar 2009 

MSH to Celebrate Silver Anniversary in 2009! 

MSH Receives Preserve America Grant    

 

Main Street Helena is the recipient of a grant 

from the Preserve America Program totaling 

$203,500 that will be used for the Marketing 

and Promotion of Historic Helena. Partners 

with MSH in this project are the City of H -

WH, the Delta Cultural Center, Southern    

Financial Partners, the H -WH Advertising and 

Promotion Commission, the Phillips County 

Chamber of Commerce, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. A 

comprehensive branding and marketing strategy for Historic Helena will be 

developed early in 2009. The project will implement unique and creative 

methods of marketing and promotion, including utilizing Helenaõs historic 

water towers as billboards, transforming vacant storefronts into opportuni-

ties for interpretive signage and the promotion of heritage -related festivals. 

Interactive walking and driving tours will also be developed to maximize our 

visitorsõ experience in our town. 

Helena became a Preserve America community in 2006. For more informa-

tion about the Preserve America program go to their website at 

www.preserveamerica.gov . 

Master Plan Completed  
 

The Downtown Master Plan was completed in the fall 

of 2008 after months of work by the community and 

the Master Plan Management Team. Gould Evans 

Associates, TIP Strategies, and Piedmont Preserva-

tion made up the project consulting team. Copies of 

the plan are available for viewing at the Main Street 

office, the Delta Cultural Center, the Chamber of 

Commerce, and the Phillips County Library. 

Striving to Revitalize Historic Downtown Helena! 

 
It is the Mission of  

Main Street Helena to  serve 

the community by  

promoting the preservation 

and economic revitalization  

of the historic downtown  

business district in  

the City of  

Helena -West Helena . 

http://www.preserveamerica.gov
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Main Street Helena 

P.O. Box 247 

413 Cherry St. 

Helena, AR  72342 

870-338-9144 

mstreethelena@sbcglobal.net 

www.mainstreethelena.org  

MSH Officers and Board 
Members for 2009  

 
Sam ElardoðPresident 

Les SealsðVice-President 

Ann Marie ZitoðTreasurer 

Katie HarringtonðSecretary 

 

Cathy Campbell 

Karen Davidson 

Bev Hargraves 

Gloria Higginbotham 

April Peer 

Tim Schuringa 

Debra Smith 

Festival of Trees  
 

Kelly King served as chairman of Main Streetôs Festival of 

Trees,  held on Saturday, November 29th. Over 20 trees and 

wreaths were created and donated for the event  and then auc-

tioned off as a fundraiser for MSH. Approximately 50 people 

attended the event and over $2,700 was raised to help support 

MSH programs. Many thanks to all who donated items or       

attended the event! 

Model Business Grant  
 
MSH was the recipient of a $40,000 Model 

Business Grant from the Arkansas Historic 
Preservation Program. The grant will be used 

to continue work on the building at 227 

Cherry St., owned by Rick & Cathy Campbell. 
Work will include a new roof, restoration of 

the storefront and finishing out the interior.  

Holiday Open House  
 
Sunday, December 7th, was a beautiful day for the  
Downtown Holiday Open House. Folks started at St. 
Maryõs Annual Bazaar & Spaghetti Dinner and then 
came downtown to shop.  Nine businesses participated 
in the open house this year, including Delta Gypsy, 
Cotton & Kudzu Mall, Grounds, Wild Hog Saloon, Delta 
Cultural Center, Hart Shoe Store, City Limitless, the 
Phillips County Museum, and the Solomon House at 
Carriage Square  

Annual Giving Campaign 

 
MSH will begin its annual giving campaign shortly  

after the first of the year.  We hope that you will  

continue to support our efforts to 

 revitalize downtown Helena. MSH  is a  

501(c)3, so your donations are tax-deductible.  

The levels of giving are: 

 

Main Street Mover & Shaker  $1,000 

Delta Heritage Explorer   $500 

Preservation Patron  $250 

Downtown Donor   $100 

 

You can now donate online on the homepage of our 

website: www.mainstreethelena.org 

mailto:mstreethelena@sbcglobal.net
http://www.mainstreethelena.org
http://www.mainstreethelena.org

