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Jul—Sept, 2009 Striving to Revitalize Historic Downtown Helena! 

MSH Completes 2008-09 Grant Cycle 

 

Façade improvements were recently completely on fifteen buildings in 
downtown Helena, thanks to grants from Main Street Arkansas. The mini

-grant program, funded through a Downtown Revitalization Grant, con-
tinues to provide minor improvements such as new awnings, paint, or 
signage. This program funded twelve of the downtown projects. The 
maximum grant amount awarded last year was $1,100. The building 
shown at right, located at 300 Rightor, received a new awning through the mini-grant program 

after being damaged by high winds. Other projects completed were located at 306 Cherry, 307 
Cherry, 308 Cherry, 310 Cherry, 312 Cherry, 227 Cherry, 229 Cherry, 420 Cherry, 509 Cherry, 
411 Ohio, and Sonny Payne St. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year Main Street Helena received two Slipcover Removal Grants for buildings at 306 Cherry 
and 407 Cherry. These projects resulted in dramatic improvements when both storefronts were 

completely rebuilt. Below are the before and after pictures of the building at 407 Cherry, owned 
by Chalk Mitchell. 

       

Main Street Helena also received a Model Busi-
ness Grant for the building at 227 Cherry, 
owned by Rick and Cathy Campbell. This grant 
was used for both exterior and interior improve-
ments, including a new roof.  

 

Applications for the next round of façade improvement mini-grants will be accepted  

between July 15 and July 30. Contact Paula Oliver at the Main Street office for more     

information about this year’s program guidelines.  

It is the Mission of Main 

Street Helena to serve the 

community by promoting the 

preservation and economic 

revitalization of the historic 

downtown business district 

in the City of Helena-West 

Helena. 
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Main Street Helena 

P.O. Box 247 

413 Cherry St. 

Helena, AR  72342 

870-338-9144 

mstreethelena@sbcglobal.net 

www.mainstreethelena.org 

 

YOU CAN NOW DONATE ONLINE! 

Looking for something to do this summer? Take 

a look at these events: 
 

July°August 7°­Imaging Blackness­ exhibit, fea-

turing over 40 vintage black movie posters; Delta 

Cultural Center«s Visitor«s Center, 141 Cherry St. 

Saturdays from July 4°August 1 the DCC will fea-

ture African ̄ American movies to complement the 

poster exhibit; 1p.m.; free admission 

July 7°Web 2.0 Workshop, presented by MSA Di-

rector Cary Tyson; (sponsored by MSH, P.C. Chamber, 

& PCCUA)  Hendrix Gallery, PCCUA 

July 13-17°Camp Doodlebug°art camp for age 7-

12; 415 Ohio St. (sponsored by Arkansas Delta Arts 

Partnership) 

July 18°Civil War Plan Unveiling (exact schedule 

TBA) 

August 6°ABHF poster unveiling°Southern Ban-

corp; 502 Cherry St. 

Sept. 5°Jazz on the Levee°Cherry St. Pavilion 

Sept. 19°Delta Dayz°Court Square Park 

(sponsored by Arkansas Delta Arts Partnership) 

Helena -West Helena to Host 2010 Arkansas  
Preservation Conference  
 
Helena-West Helena will host  the 2010 Arkansas Pres-
ervation Conference, to be held April 15-17, 2010.    H-
WH was one of six communities who submitted pro-
posals to host the conference. Other communities con-
sidered were Blytheville, Fort Smith, Harrison, Rogers, 
and Fayetteville. 
 
This conference will bring 120-150 preservation leaders 
from across the state to our community, and will give 
us a chance to showcase some of our preservation suc-
cesses. Participants will include Main Street programs, 
historic district commissions, architects, non-profit pres-
ervation associations, and city leaders. 
 
The Arkansas Preservation Conference is co-sponsored 
by the Historic Preservation Alliance of Arkansas and 
the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program, an 
agency of the Department of Arkansas Heritage. 

2009 MSH Ornament 
 

The 2009 Main Street Helena ornament is 

coming soon and will feature Estevan Hall. 

This is  the second in a series of ornaments 

highlighting  local historic structures. The  

3-inch porcelain ornaments sell for $12 

each , with proceeds going to support Main 

Street programs. The 2009 ornament 

should be available in August.  (2008 orna-

ments featuring the Depot are still available.) 

Civil War Interpretive Plan to be Unveiled 
 

July 18th will be an exciting day in Helena-West Helena, as the Civil War Helena Interpretive Plan is publicly introduced during a day of activities 
focusing on the townôs Civil War history.  All events are free and open to the public. Activities include: 

9:00a.m.ð The opening ceremony will be held at 640 Biscoe, the future site of exhibits that will explore the African American experience in 
Civil War Helena; featured will be the 12th United States Colored Heavy Artillery of Camp Nelson, KY and Bankheadôs Battery, Company B, 
1st Tennessee Light Artillery Regiment, CSA, of Memphis, TN.; 

9:30-11:00a.m.ðEstevan Hall and the Moore-Hornor House, both historic Civil War homes, will be open to the public. The two artillery groups 
will fire cannons every thirty minutes and give demonstrations of Civil War life;  

11:00 a.m.ðJoe & Maria Brent of Mudpuppy and Waterdog, Inc. will present the Civil War Interpretive Plan at the Malco. There will also be an 
overview of the Arkansas Civil War Sesquicentennial by Mark Christ of the AR Preservation Program; 

12:00 p.m.ð Jack Myers, Delta Cultural Center Education Coordinator, will make a presentation on the gunboat USS Tyler at the DCC     
Visitors Center, located at 141 Cherry St. 

2008 Ornament 

PHILLIPS COUNTY FARMERS MARKET 
 

FRIDAYS, BEGINNING JULY 10 

8:00A.M.ð1:00P.M. 

 

COURT PARK SQUARE 

Historic Downtown Helena 

 

Get fresh fruits and vegetables while they last! 
 

mailto:mstreethelena@sbcglobal.net
http://www.mainstreethelena.org

